Re-examination of the holotype of Ibacus cottreaui Roger, 1946, originally considered to be a scyllarid decapod, confirms that it is an isopod referable to the genus Cirolana Leach, 1818.
INTRODUCTION
In 2009, Feldmann described a new species of cirolanid isopod, Cirolana garassinoi, and recognized the presence of dermoliths preserved in the fossil record for the first time. The specimen, collected from the Upper Cretaceous (Santonian) rocks in the Sahel Alma quarry in Lebanon, was indicated as being the first fossil isopod from the region. However, a record of isopod from the same quarry had been published previously (Roger, 1946) . Roger (1946: 37) identified the specimen as a new species of scyllarid decapod, Ibacus cottreaui Roger, 1946 , and he illustrated the specimen upside down ( fig. 29 , pl. 10, figs. 1-2).
The only other references to this specimen known to us is a brief mention by Glaessner (1965: 114) in discussing Cretaceous decapods, and subsequently, Förster (1984: 61) , in a discussion of the scyllarid decapods from Lebanon, both noted the incorrect orientation of the specimen by Roger, indicated that it was not a scyllarid, and interpreted the remains as those of an isopod. Because the specimen described by Roger was not identified as an isopod, except in the anecdotal note in Förster (1984) describing scyllarid decapods, I. cottreaui has remained unrecognized as an isopod. Thus, the purposes of this note are to bring this taxon to attention, to assign it to an appropriate isopod genus, and to compare the species to C. garassinoi. Discussion. -Feldmann (2009: 373) discussed the problems attendant with placement of fossil isopods within extant families and genera. Suffice it to note that the specimen, part and counterpart, described by Roger as well as the specimen of C. garassinoi can be accommodated within Cirolana with little reservation. The cephalon lacks a rostrum and the frontal lamina does not project prominently. The pleon consists of five free pleonites and a pleotelson. The first pleonite is obscured by pereionite VII, and the margins of pleonite 5 are overlapped by pleonite 4. In addition to these characters judged to be diagnostic by Kensley (1978) , the overall conformation of the carapace is strikingly like extant representatives of the genus. The eyes are dorsal and sessile, the first pereionite wraps around the cephalon, the width of the pereion and pleon are similar, and the pleotelson is generally quadrate.
SYSTEMATIC
Cirolana cottreaui (Roger, 1946) n. comb. Fig. 1 Discussion.-In addition to recognizing the species as a cirolanid isopod, the additional question of possible synonymy with C. garassinoi must be considered. Examination of the type specimen of I. cottreaui, MNHN.F B18849 (Fig. 1A-F represent the actual proportions of the animals in life, but the relative proportions of the two fossil specimens can be compared because both are compressions. It is likely that width dimensions were increased more than length dimensions due to the transverse vaulting of the integument. Certain morphological features are not subject to compression, hence the comparisons are direct. For example, the eyes of C. cottreaui occupy almost the entire width of the cephalon (Fig. 1C) , whereas the eyes of C. garassinoi are each about 1/3 the width of the cephalon. The first pereion embraces the cephalon to a position at about mid-length on C. cottreaui (Fig. 1D ), but only reaches the posterolateral corner on C. garassinoi. The pleonites terminate laterally in acute, posterolaterally directed spines on C. cottreaui (Fig. 1E, F) ; the terminations on C. garassinoi are broad and more blunt.
In terms of relative proportions, the length/width ratio of C. cottreaui [1.4] is greater than that of C garassinoi [1.0]. The pleon is longer than wide in C. cottreaui [1.6], but is wider than long in C. garassinoi [0.85] . Similarly, the pleotelson is longer than wide in C. cottreaui, [1.2] and is wider than long in C. garassinoi [0.8] . Finally, the exopod of the uropod is three times as long as wide in C. cottreaui (Fig. 1F) , but is much broader, about 2 times as long as wide, in C. garassinoi.
In addition to the two type specimens, a third specimen, MNHN.F A30775 (Fig. 1G) , also collected from the quarry at Sahel Alma, has been identified. Although it is less well preserved and the cephalon is not present, the morphology and ratios of the parts that are present conform to those of C. cottreaui. As with the holotype of C. garassinoi, the specimens of C. cottreaui exhibit dermoliths on pereionites II-IV (Fig. 1D) .
The combination of differences in morphological characters that are not substantially affected by compression of specimens coupled with the differences in relative proportions supports placement of the specimens in two different species. The possibility does exist that they are sexual dimorphs, or that they represent part of the spectrum of variation within a single species. In the absence of a sufficient number of specimens to evaluate these possibilities, it seems prudent to consider the species to be distinct until additional specimens come to light.
